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Government  of  the  Province  of  Saskatchewan 

DBPArrMiNT  or  acmmoulturi 


HINTS  TO  FLAX  GROWERS 


Flax  can  be  grown  in  praetically  all  parts  of  the  North  American 
continent,  but  much  of  the  flax  seed  grown  in  Canada  is  produced  in 
southern  Saskatchewan. 

Now  that  a  factory  for  producing  oil  from  flax  has  been  e«itablished 
at  Moose  Jaw,  the  southern  country  tributary  should  feel  the  advantage 
of  a  better  market  and  this  should  aim  encourage  flax  growing  in  the 
province. 

The  PopuUtrity  of  Flea  aa  a  Crop. 

Many  settlers  taking  up  virgin  land  arrive  poorly  equipped  financially, 
and  the  fact  that  they  are  able  to  secure  quick  returns  by  sowing  flax  on 
the  newly  htoVea.  land  in  their  first  year  is  suflScient  wason  for  them  to 
overlook,  for  the  time  being,  the  detrimental  effects  the  cropping  of  their 
new  land  may  have  upon  its  productiveness  during  the  few  next  ensuing 
years.  Flax  seed  usually  realises  a  very  satisfactory  price,  and  this, 
combined  with  the  comparatively  small  bulk  of  the  product  per  acre 
as  compared  with  grain,  is  taken  into  consideration  by  vaea.  who  have  to 
haul  their  grain  many  miles  in  order  to  market  it. 

Althou^  flax  is  not  used  to  any  great  extent  by  our  farmers  for 
feeding  purposes,  the  chirf  reason  being  that  it  i4>pears  to  them  as  paying 
better  U>  sdl  than  consume,  the  time  is  approaching  when  flax  viij  be  used 
much  m<ne  on  the  farm.  As  a  milk  producer  it  is  unequalled;  t ,  i.  substi- 
tute im  new  milk  m  calf  raising  it  is  beocnning  more  recognised,  and  the 
increasing  demand  fw  high  quality  beef  will  create  a  need  amonipt  our 
best  fecdwH,  if  not  fw  the  flax  seed  itself,  th«J  at  least  for  a  byproduct 
containing  some  propwtion  of  the  oil  derived  itata  it. 

The  flax  crop  is  also  (A  value  in  Saskatchewan  as  a  means  of  circum- 
venting the  wire  worm.  On  some  of  the  heavy  soils  of  the  iHt>vince  the 
activity  of  wire  worms  has  made  the  successful  growing  of  wheat  during 
the  first  one  at  two  years  uncertain.  While  the  wire  worm  will  attack 
wheat  and  oats,  flax  is  {N-actically  immune  and  this  has  been  of  untold 
benefit  to  farmers  located  on  the  soil  above  menticmed. 

Preparation  of  the  Soil  for  Flax. 

This  plant  is  not  so  particular  about  the  kind  as  it  is  about  the  cmdi- 
tion  of  the  soil,  and  responds  to  a  Uben^  supply  <rf  plant  food  eanly  avul- 
aUe  for  its  use  at  the  outset.    It  need<i  a  deeirfy  stirred  bed  that  is  firm 


f 


•Imoit  to  the  top,  or  hu  jurt  miffleicnt  Ioom  mII  on  the  MirfaM  to  oorer 
the  eeed  unifrnmly.  Flax  does  not  thrive  when  in  eompetition  with  weeds 
and  ehould  mtt  be  sown  upon  land  fall  ploui(hed  to  a  d^h  of  about  flye 
!nehea,  and  which  is  dry.  lumpy  and  full  of  weed  oeedn  that  have  not 
germinated.  It  may  be  town  on  land  that  haa  been  diaced  the  previoua  fall, 
fdlowed  by  ploughing  to  a  depth  tit  three  ot  four  inohea  about  the 
middleofMay  Suohlandahouldbepaeked,rolledorina<miemuinermade 
firm  immediai;(4y  after  plouf^ing  aiui  before  being  aeeded. 

When  flax  ia  to  be  aown  on  buid  broken  in  the  same  aeaaoo,  the 
prairie  aod  ahould  be  ploughed  from  four  to  five  inches  deep  and  followed 
by  the  packer,  roller,  float  or  diac  harrow  loaded  with  stone,  the  object 
being  to  preas  the  inverted  sods  firmly  back  on  to  the  subaoil.  Ifthebreak- 
hig  ia  being  done  ptior  to  May  15,  the  field  may  be  disc  harrowed  to  a 
depth  of  about  one  and  ooe-half  inches,  but  avoid  cutting  through  the 
aod  or  turning  sod  graas  side  up. 

Follow  the  diac  harrow  with  a  drag  harrow  until  a  well  pulvwiaed 
aeed  bed  ia  aeciured  and  then  leave  the  field  until  the  tioM  for  aowing  the 
crop  ahali  have  come.  If  the  breaking  is  being  done  between  May  15 
and  June  5,  the  iweparation  of  the  seed  bed  should  be  as  set  forth  above 
up  to  the  point  of  disc  harrowing.  As  the  season  is  now  getting  late 
:t  would  not  be  advisable  to  take  tmie  i/at  the  more  thoroui^  method. 
In  order  that  the  seed  may  quickly  germinate  and  start  to  grow  it  had 
better  be  sown  at  once  on  the  we!l  packed  aod,  with  a  disc  drill  if  one  ia 
obtainaUe,  if  not,  with  a  aharp  ahoe  drill.  The  seed  will  then  be  in 
moist  soil  from  the  start  although  the  desirable  soil  mulch  will  not  have 
been  prepared.  The  drill  should  be  followed  immediately  by  a  "float" 
or  "pianker"  or  by  drag  harrows  invorted,  loaded  lightiy  with  poles  and 
faatened  together.  This  treatment  will  cover  the  seed  to  a  greater  degree 
and  provide  some  loose  earth  on  the  surface.  The  important  points  in 
these  methods  of  preparing  newly  broken  prairie  for  flax  are  that  the  f ur- 
rowa  be  well  packed  immediately  after  ploughing  and  that  ott  the  opera- 
ti(Hia  follow  one  another  with  no  avoidable  delay. 

Seed  mtul  be  Free  from  Weede. 


As  the  average  farmer  need  not  aa  yet  ask  himself  what  variety  of 
flax  he  shall  grow,  it  would  ^ipear  that  to  secure  good  seed  flax  is  quite 
a  simple  matter,  whereas  it  is  most  difficult  to  get  good  seed  in  any  quan- 
tity. According  to  the  experimental  farm  testa  the  "La  Plata"  variety 
is  the  best  oU  {mxlucer,  while  "Pronoet"  has  the  advantage  of  being 
an  early  variety  and  what  is  almost  ot  equal  impcntanoe,  it  ia  wilt  reaistant. 

It  was  commonly  thought  that  flax  must  be  very  exhaustive  of 
soil  fertility  or  at  least  of  some  dement  in  the  a(Ml  eaaential  to  the  pro- 
ducticm  of  the  crop.  Profeaaor  BoUey  diaoovered  the  cauae  of  the  trouble 
aome  twelve  years  ago  iuul  lound  "flax  sick  soil  was  occaaicmed  by  the 
presence  of  a  fungus,  Ftuarium  Uni,  which  may  be  introduced  to  new  soil 
areaa  by  way  ci  the  aeed  flax  and  when  onoa  in  the  aoil  piopagates  with 
rigidity." 

The  remedies  are  sfanple  and  two  in  number:  (a)  Flax  ahould  not  be 
sown  for  at  leaat  five  years  on  land  that  has  produced  a  wUt'Jnfeeted  crop, 
as  evidenced  by  the  dying  oS  at  nutay  {dants  at  different  stages  of  growth 


•olutSl*  "SiL^  *^^.*"  *  ■*^"  "•no"  to  wheat  and  by  the  Mme 

ta^^^    X    ■*''  *•'•  ^»*  »°**  *""»  it  ova  from  time  to  time  whilolt 
be  tre«t«|  in  not  more  th«  five  or  ten  buAel  loterrifane?^  ^  •*'°"'** 
Sowing  and  Harveating  the  Flax  Crop. 

jnd  •ucceeaful  flax  growers  in  the  provtace  do  not  hedtate  to  aw  thSr 

«n,m]J?"«!^?**°*i*  '°"u^  nece«ary  or  advisable  to  bow  more  than  eighty 
KS?»^  '""  *^  *'*'^y  P"""**  of  flax  seed.  The  larger  quSStJ 
frSEL^i.'Zmf^?**  ^  -ummerfallow.  The  projST'^oT  fj? 
SlThi.  -iSV^'^  ^^^  P*"^*^  according  to  the  condition  of  the 

tnree-quarters  to  one  and  a  half  inches  is  the  correct  depth-  hence  the 
necesjty  for  having  the  ««d  bed  firm  practicaUy  right  to^e'surf^. 

If  a  surface  packer  or  roUer  is  available  it  may  be  used  toireat 
advantage  aft«  the  s^der.  When  grown  for  seed.  flax'ihouSbe  cut  K 
the  seeds  are  full  and  ripe,  of.  a  good  rich  characteristic  bright  bro!^ 

Svi^hi;?  ?**«»f,^'«"y  ^  *h«  boU  when  shaSTSovS  It  JTt 
advisable  to  leave  the  crop  standing  after  it  is  luUy  ripened.  It  is  essential 
that  the  crop  be  dry  when  threshed.  "wessenwai 

th«  «!^-^'TY"/^P'y  "^  *''^  *™P  *^'>'^  *he  bmder  exactly  as  in 
lS^^lt.?^'*^H"^**s''"*."^°°*'^''«^*»^  knitter.  Ot"eS 
XJ  thiJ  s.  K?'?*M  T'  P'***  ^  P«^*'°°  **»«  fl«  harvesting  attach- 
I!?  u  L  f  ^^^T"*  '"  *^*'y  "^«  of  binder  sold  in  the  province 
"d  SSSLl*Zi^i  T-  ,?*!i"  °*''*'^  «'°^°^«  ""^y  the  trip.'^SSTs' 
«S.5!?^*^  i  *H'  ''"'***"  *"'*  ™"  tbe  crop  through  without 
tf^thenng  it  mto  bundles:  the  long  windrows  thus  made  bein?raked  into 
pdes  after  the  gram  has  become  thoroughly  dry.    The  ctod  rSdom 

JSSr:;"^"'*  '""^^^  '~"  '"^  ^^'  ^^  o^ae"Sd1hrwS^ 
3«?^J^r^K^;^^*"!!°.'*Pf***''™***blyadju8ted.  Thecustomary 
tbf  Sfr«L  *T?  fl«  seed  is  from  sixteen  to  twenty  cents  per  hS, 
the  thresher  supplying  outfit,  teams,  men  and  board  (sometimes),  while 
the  farmer  hauls  away  the  flax  seed  and  boards  the  t«am8 
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